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On November 22 1950 he "married his very beloved, Godgiven wife, 

Germaine Millspaugh Clarkson" he wrote in his obituary notes, and to 

their union were born "four wonderful children," including a daughter, 

Lynn Aubin Clarkson, who is deceased. 

 

He was employed at the Oklahoma Hardware Company in Oklahoma City 

for 25 years, but he resigned in 1974 to enter the ministry of the Episcopal 

Church.  After attending the General Theological Seminary in New York 

City, he was ordained a priest at St Paul's Cathedral in Oklahoma City. 

 

Following his ordination, Rev Clarkson moved to Morristown (Tennessee) 

with his wife and their young daughter, Laura Lee.  In Morristown, he was 

employed during the week by Wallace Hardware Company, and he served 

various Episcopal churches in East Tennessee on the weekends.  In 1984 

he retired from Wallace Hardware.  In 1986 Rev Clarkson was called to be 

the rector of St James Episcopal Church in Greeneville.  After 12 years in 

that position, he retired in 1998, but he continued to serve various 

Episcopal churches in East Tennessee when there was a temporary need 

for a priest. 

 

Speaking about his life, Rev Clarkson recorded in his notes that his 

"number one desire" was: to love God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit" - 

with all his heart, soul, mind and strength, and to love his neighbors as 

himself.  Rowland Clarkson died [3 July 2008] at his home after several 

months of declining health. He was 78. 

 

Obituary in Greeneville Sun, dated 4 July 2007 (Greeneville Tennessee). 
note -  This obituary has been slightly rearranged, and some portions have not been included 

in this presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Remembering Rowland ClarksonRemembering Rowland ClarksonRemembering Rowland ClarksonRemembering Rowland Clarkson    
 

In May 2008 the Clarkson family and friends gathered to remember Rowland 

Clarkson.  A Memorial Service was held at Rose Hill Cemetery in Oklahoma City, 

followed by a luncheon at St Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral.  Several other gatherings 

gave opportunity for catching up.   

Born December 20, 1928, in Oklahoma 

City, Oklahoma, Rowland Albert Clarkson 

was the son of the late Albert Luther 

Clarkson and Blanch Bernice Rowland 

Clarkson, whom he described in obituary 

notes he prepared as "wonderful parents."  

He attended public schools in Oklahoma 

City and was a graduate of Oklahoma 

University in Norman, Oklahoma. He 

served as a 2nd Lieutenant in the US Air 

Force in the early 1950s. 


